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and examined them daily, with the result that lie found the
number of colonies increase very rapidly. The vitality of
these was preserved also for a long period. Experiments
were likewise made with urine containing bile, but it was
found that this entirely destroyed the bacilli in about

five days. ___

CHOLERA AT MASSOWAH.

INFORMATION has reached the Italian War Office that the

prevalence of cholera among the native population on the
Red Sea littoral is on the decline. Scarcely had the first
telegram arrived as to the outbreak of the disease when the
Minister of War ordered the immediate return to Massowah
of all the medical officers who were absent on leave. The
Italian Home Office took prompt steps to despatch to
those waters a special sanitary commission composed of
Professor Canalis, and Drs. Angelini, Ascoli, and Gorini, to
initiate such prophylactic or therapeutic measures as might
seem necessary. These sanitary experts sailed on the
20th inst. from Naples on board a steamship of the

Navigazione Generale, carrying with them a large
assortment of medicines, disinfectants, and hygienic appli-
ances. Their operations, conducted under the eye of the
governor of Massowah, will be directed mainly to ensure
isolation and treatment of cholera patients, and to
strengthen the hands of the local health officers in regu- ’ I

lating the food and water supplied to the population,
European and native. 

-

WOUNDS OF THE LIVER.

IN a paper recently read before the St. Louis Medical
Society, and published in the illedical Mirror of that city,
are recorded some interesting cases of wound of the liver.
The first and most important is that of a man aged twenty-
two, who was admitted under the care of Dr. H. C. Dalton,
at the City Hospital, St. Louis, Mo., on April 20th of this
year, suffering from a stab wound of the liver. An hour
before admission he had been stabbed in the abdomen with
a long narrow-bladed knife. There was a small wound in
the median line an inch below the ensiform cartilage. It
was not supposed that this wound had penetrated, there
being nothing to prove that it had done so, either in the con-
dition of the patient or in the state of the wound. But

not long after admission pain developed, the temperature
rose to 1024&deg;, and the pulse to 102. The liver was then

explored through a median incision. A small wound was
found on the upper surface of the left lobe, half an inch in
length. The finger, passed underneath the liver, discovered
a large lacerated wound near the diaphragm, from which was
coming an alarming hxmorrhage. The liver was elevated
and the stomach depressed, but the haemorrhage was so
great that the original intention of inserting a suture had
to be abandoned and the region of the wound was plugged
with a large quantity of gauze. This stopped the bleeding,
but much blood was left in the peritoneal cavity. The

upper third of the wound was left open for the ends of
the gauze strips, the lower part closed with bow-knot silk
sutures. For a few hours great improvement followed, then
pain recommenced, the patient became restless, the pulse
rose to 140, and the temperature to 103’6&deg;. Ether was again
administered, the gauze removed, and a considerable amount t
of blood-clot taken from the peritoneal cavity. On removal
of the gauze the bleeding was as profuse as at the first

diessing, and the wound was again vigorously packed. For
some hours the patient was very restless and in great
distress, had frequent vomiting, a rapid, weak pulse, a
temperature of 101&deg;, with excessive thirst, which was

relieved by his drinking large quantities of water. Eight
hours later the pain had disappeared, the vomiting had
almost ceased, the temperature was 100’2&deg;, and the pulse 92.

The gauze was removed forty-eight hours after the second !
packing. Its removal was not accompanied by haemorrhage..
A good many blood-clots were removed, and the peritoneal
cavity was thoroughly cleansed and closed. The wound’
healed by granulation, and the patient left the hospital
a month after admission, quite well. In a second case,
a man aged twenty-five had received a gunshot wound in,
the back at a distance of twenty yards. The bullet entered
an inch to the right of the last dorsal vertebra, and lodged
under the skin on a level with and an inch external to the

right nipple. In its course it had passed through the right.
kidney, the liver, and the right lung, as evidenced by the
presence of blood in the urine, and the onset later of

jaundice and extensive pneumonia. The shock at first was

very severe. No operation was performed, and the man,
recovered in six weeks. The third case was that of a man

aged twenty-four, who was shot by a revolver at a dis.
tance of four feet. The bullet entered on a level with.
and two inches to the right of the ensiform cartilage,
and lodged two inches to the right of the eleventh dorsal
vertebra. It had wounded the liver and right kidney.
No operation was considered necessary. The man rapidly
recovered, and left the hospital in eighteen days. Dr. Dalton.
also refers to a man who was under his care two years.
ago, in whom the bullet passed through the liver, the
diaphragm, into the pleura and back again into the peri-
toneal cavity, lodging in the post-peritoneal space in the
right lumbar region. Fseces afterwards escaped through)
the incision made for the evacuation of pus from this spot,.
showing that the bowel had been wounded by the bullet.
The man eventually recovered.

DEATH UNDER CHLOROFORM.

A CASE of death from chloroform of some interest is re-

ported to have occurred in St. Thomas’s Hospital recently.
The patient was the subject of pyo-pneumothorax on the right.
side, which had lasted over a year. Portions of his ribs had
on several former occasions been removed under chloroform,
without the occurrence of any bad symptoms from the aums-
thetic. The cavity showed signs of contracting, and the dis-
charge was still very profuse. It was decided to explore
the wound, and if possible reduce the size of the cavity by
rib resection. The patient was ansesthetised, and when
sufficient coloroform had been given, before the dressings were
removed from the wound, his pupils suddenly dilated, and
both heart and respiration ceased almost instantaneously.
All efforts to restore him proved unavailing. At the

necropsy the heart was found to be healthy, but had been
displaced somewhat to the right side. It seems probable-
that the patient died of cardiac failure, the death being
accelerated by the diseased condition of the lungs.

AN EYE QUACK IN BRUSSELS.

AN Arab eye quack, Golam Kader, who has already
made himself notorious in various continental cities, is,

attracting unusual attention just now at Brussels. From
notices that have appeared in the Belgian journals by
medical men, some of whom were permitted, under the
guise of reporters for political newspapers, to be present at
the proceedings, we learn that an empty house belonging
to the corporation and the approaches to it are besieged by
from 600 to 1200 patients at tlie time of the daily con-
sultation. A reclinaticn operation for cataract was wit-
nessed, the immediate success of which, as evidenced by
the patient saying she could see the operator’s hands, pro-
duced a great sensation among the crowd. All the other

patients, including cases of absence of the eyeball after
excision, staphyloma, keratitis, and conjunctivitis, purulent
as well as simple, were all treated by the application of a.
brush-which was never washed-dipped in one universal


